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Demonstrating the value of the volunteer programs
Some facts to consider:
· Straight monetary value: an hour of volunteer time is estimated as contributing $21.36 in value to an organization. (www.theindependentsector.org)

· Studies estimate for every $1 invested in a volunteer program, the return on investment is anywhere from $3-$8. (www.reimaginingservice.org; www.ncoa.org; www.thenonprofittime.org)	

· The more effectively volunteers are managed, the higher the return on the investment. (www.reminaginingservice.org; www.thenonprofittimes.org	)

· When volunteers are matched with opportunities appropriate to their skills and interests, their contributions allow organizations to deliver better services and serve more clients. (www.pointsoflight.org; www.thenonprofittimes.org) 

· Organizations that use 10-50 volunteer, regardless of whether they are managed effectively, are able to provide the same services as their counterparts who use no volunteers with half the budget. (www.reimagingservice.org)	

· Organizations that don’t just utilize volunteers, but manage them effectively, have been shown to be more adaptable, more sustainable, and better resourced. (www.reimaginingservice.org) 

*Include example from your own organization. What do volunteers allow you to do that wouldn’t otherwise get done? Or what could volunteers do that would allow you to do more?
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